
THE MIDDLE AGES

FEUDALISM/MANORIALISM



CAUSES OF 
FEUDALISM

• COLLAPSE OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT(Roman 
Empire in the West and Fall of Carolingian Empire)

• WEALTHY AND POWERFUL SURROUND 
THEMSELVES WITH CLIENTS AND MILITARY 
AIDES

• PEOPLE TURN TO POWERFUL LOCAL NOBLES 
AND WEALTHY WHO WILL PROTECT THEM IN 
RETURN FOR FAVORS













FEUDALISM

• A SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SYSTEM 
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES BASED 
ON LAND OWNERSHIP



BOOK SOURCES ON 
FEUDALISM

• “FEUDAL SOCIETY” 2 VOL. BY MARC 
BLOCH

• “FEUDALISM” BY GANSHOF
• “MEDIAEVAL FEUDALISM” BY CARL 

STEPHENSON



MAIN FEATURES 
OF FEUDALISM

• WEAK KINGS
• STRONG NOBLES
• NUMEROUS PEASANTS
• STRICT LOCAL GOVERNMENT
• PETTY WARFARE





FIEF

• LAND HELD BY A VASSAL OF A LORD 
IN RETURN FOR SPECIFIC SERVICES 
MAINLY MILITARY



BENEFICE

• A LAND GRANT TO A NOBLE, BISHOP 
OR MONASTERY FOR LIMITED USE 
AND FOR SERVICES



HOMAGE

• THE CEREMONY BY WHICH A 
VASSAL PLEDGES HIS FEALTY TO 
HIS LIEGE AND ACCEPTS FEUDAL 
OBLIGATIONS IN RETURN FOR HIS 
GRANT OF LAND





OBLIGATIONS OF THE 
LORD TO HIS VASSAL

• TO PROTECT THE VASSAL IN HIS 
FIEF

• TO RIGHT WRONGS DONE TO HIS 
VASSAL



OBLIGATIONS OF 
THE VASSAL TO 

HIS LORD



OATH AND JUDICIAL 
OBLIGATIONS

• TO GIVE AN OATH OF FEALTY(ACT 
OF HOMAGE)

• JUDICIAL(ATTEND THE LORD’S 
COURT, TO ADVISE HIM, AND GIVE 
JUDGEMENT IN CASES 
CONCERNING OTHER LORDS)



FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATIONS

• 1. FEUDAL AIDES ( MAKE PAYMENTS 
UPON THE KNIGHTING OF THE LORD’S 
SON, THE MARRIAGE OF HIS DAUGHTER 
AND PAY RANSOM IF THE LORD IS 
CAPTURED)

• 2. RELIEF ( TO PAY A TAX UPON 
INHERITING A FIEF)

• 3. TO GIVE THE LORD LODGING WHEN HE 
TRAVELS



MILITARY 
OBLIGATIONS

• 1.TO SERVE THE LORD AS A KNIGHT 
FOR A CERTAIN NUMBER OF DAYS 
EACH YEAR(30,40 OR 60)

• TO PROVIDE THE LORD WITH 
OTHER MOUNTED MEN



SERF DUES



• PAID AND ANNUAL TAX
• 1. A SMALL HEAD TAX
• 2. A RENT
• 3.(TAILLE) ARBITRARY CHARGE 

LEVIED BY THE LANDOWNER 
YEARLY



• (DIME) A TENTH OF HIS ANNUAL 
CROP OR LIVESTOCK TO THE LORD

• (CORVEE) A CERTAIN NUMBER OF 
DAYS OF UNPAID LABOR ON THE 
LORDS LAND. THIS FELL TO ONLY 
ONE MALE IN THE SERF’S HOME

• ALL FOOD PRODUCTS HAD TO BE 
PROCESSED OR GROUND AT THE 
LORDS MILL OR BAKERY



• PAY A FEE TO HUNT OR FISH  OR 
PASTURE HIS ANIMALS

• PAY A FEE FOR LAW ACTION
• SERVE IN THE LORD’S ARMY IN TIME OF 

WAR
• HELP PAY THE RANSOM IF HIS LORD 

WERE CAPTURED
• CONTRIBUTE A GIFT TO THE LORD’S SON 

WHEN BEING KNIGHTED OR IF THE 
LORD’S DAUGHTER MARRIED



• PAID A TAX ON ALL PRODUCTS HE 
TOOK TO SELL AT MARKET

• FEE AND PERMISSION OF THE LORD 
TO MARRY

• (RIGHT OF THE FIRST NIGHT) A 
LORD MIGHT DEMAND TO SLEEP 
WITH THE SERFS NEW BRIDE 



MANORIALISM

• THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE 
MIDDLE AGES CENTERED ON THE 
MANOR



MANOR
• A SMALL HOLDING OF LAND 

1200-1800 ACRES WITH ITS OWN 
COURT 

• OR
• A UNIT OF LAND HELD BY A KNIGHT







COMBATCOMBAT

                                                          ACTIONACTION

                                                        PASSPASS



MEDIEVAL WEAPONS

SWORDS, MACES, 
FLAILS, POLE ARMS,

AXES AND BOWS

























ARMORIES

ROYAL VIENNA ARMY MUSEUM
MUSEUM OF THE ARMY PARIS

TOWER OF LONDON









EVOLUTION OF ARMOR

500 A.D. TO 1600 A.D.



















ARMOR

HELMS, SUITS, ARM WEAPONS, 
HORSE ARMOR





























JOUSTING ARMOR











EVOLUTION OF 
THE CASTLE

500 B.C.E. TO 1500 A.D.



CASTLE EVOLUTION

• IRON AGE FORT
• MOT AND BAILEY
• NORMAN TOWER
• STRONG KEEP(TOWER)
• FORTIFIED MANOR
• CASTLE FORTRESS
• TOWN OR CITY FORTRESS













ATTACK ON A TOWER FORTATTACK ON A TOWER FORT

• ACTIONACTION

• PASSPASS  





















FORTRESS OF CAEN

HOME OF WILLIAM THE 
CONQUEROR

&
RICHARD THE LIONHEARTED



































CARCASSONNE

CITY FORTRESS OF THE 
TRENCAVEL FAMILY

















ANGERS

FORTRESS ON THE LOIRE 
RIVER





















COASTAL FORT
 ST. MALO









TODAYS CASTLES

LEEDS CASTLE
&

WINDSOR CASTLE






