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The open-air rock sanctuary at Yezllikays, near Bogazkoy In central
Tirkay, has carvings of Yods walking in procession on two sides maving
to & focal Poinl, It dates to the 13th century BC. The city of Boagazkoy
wias resettied during the Meo-Hittite perigd. perhaps by Phrygians, but
this major sanctuary may not have been used fgain.
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S:—!t_‘:und Samuel 11 describes an

affair between King David and Bath
sheba, the lsraglite wife of Uriah the
Hittite, a heroic soldier in David’s
army. A previous Mustrator article
dealt with the Hittites (see “The Hil-
lites,” Spring 793, but this Uriah
lived & long time later. Who, then,
was LUrah the Hittite? To answer that
guestion, we need to review a bit of
Ristory
At s height, the Hittite Empire
stretchied from the Aegean Sea to the
Euphrates River and from the Pontic
Mountains to Mount Lebanon, The
Syrian part of the empire was by the
Right: Old photo shows workers piling

licorice root at Aleppo, an ancient city that
paid ribute 10 the Hittites,
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Euphrates and the Mediterranean,
and included a number of large and
small city-states that paid tribute Lo
the Hittites, These tributaries includ-
ed Aleppo. Nuhasse, Usgarit, Qatna,
and, further south, Qades and Amur-
ru (see map). These city-states were
under the jurisdiction of a branch of
the Hittite rayval family, the kings of
Carchernish, wha raled for the Hittite
king,

When Suppiluliumas Il took the
throne, this empire seems to have
been largely intact, even though the
Hittites had suffered at least two fam-
ines. They were helped through
those crises by Egypt, Hatti's ally
But, Suppilulivras || was destined 1o
be Hatti's last king. His reign seems
to have started off well enough, for
he was able to conguer and hold Cy-
prus then called Alashiva after a great
sea battle. He also felt Kimself strong
encugh to attempt to take Upper
Mesopotamia from the Assyrians.
Having gotten deep into this territary,
his luck changed and the campaign

.[ufl'ltHJ imo a rowut; the Hittite army
disintegrated  and  Suppiluliumas
barely escaped with his life. This
debacle could hardly have helped
the empire. However, the end was
not to come from this direction.

Records from the last days of Uga-
rit, which was a Hittite tributary state,
give a vivid, though far from com-
plete, picture of the empire’s end.
Like many other ancient Near Fastern
nations, including the Hittites, the
peaple of Ugarit wrote on clay tab-
lets. S5ome of these lexts were found
in a tablet oven, where they were in
the process of being baked when the
city fell. In one, an officer asks the
king of Uparit to fit out and send him
150 ships with all possible speed. An-
other text from an official of Alashiva
(Cyprus) warned the king of Ugaril
that twenty ships of enemy raiders

Lesson reference:
LEW: T Samuel 12:9
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Altar Inseribed ok

with Hittite hieroglyphs

and winged sun disk; it names
Tudhaliyas 1V, a Hittite king of the 13th

century BC.
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were at sea, and that Ugaril should
strengthen its fortifications. Later, the
king of Ugarit replied that the enemy
indeed did come, burning and plun-
dering Ugant’s towns. He asked the
king of Alashiya if he knew that all of
Ugarit’s troops were in Hatti and all
its ships were in the Lugqa lands aid-
ing the Hittites. Another letter found
in the oven, from the Hittite king to
the king of Ugart, reads, ''The
enemy [advances| against us. He is
countless; our numbers are [few].
Whatever is available, look for il and
send it to me!"’" Another to the king
from a general reads: "Your servant
established a position with the |Hit-
tite] king in Lawazantiya {in northern
Kizzuwathna), but the king retreated,
fled, and then sacrificed (1o the
gods].” Yet another texl reports thal
the enemy is now in Mukis: “Behold,
enemies buffel me, but shall not
abanden my wife and children.”
Shortly thereafter the whole city of
Ugarit was burned to the ground,
abandoned, and never resettled,
Many [though nol alll Hittite cities
that have heen excavated, including
the capital Hattusa (Bogazkoy), also
show evidence of being destroyed at
about this time.

What happened? Lgyptian records
of Ramses |1l state; “"The foreign
countries made a plot in their islands.
The lands were dislodaed and scat-
tered by battle all at one time. No
land could withstand their arms, not
Hatli, Kizzuwatna, Carchemish, Ar-
zawa, of Alashiyva. Amurru was deva-
sfated. "

This powerful force that cauvsed
such destruction was no marauding
army of free-booters; it was a major
migration of people intent an estab-
lishing new homes. Whole families
are portrayed trudging beside their
oxcarts. Offshore, a sizable flotilla
accompanied the masses on the
land. Where these refugees came
irom, and why they left, has never
been convincingly  established.
Ramses U managed (o defeat them at
the very gates of Egypt itsell in two
preat battles, one on the land and one
al sea. The pharaoh had to concede
the coastal plain of Palestine, how-
ever, to the invaders, among whom
were the Philistines,

While the ““Sea Peoples’’ can be
held accountable for the destructions
in Cilicia and Syria, they were not
likely responsible for the destruction
of Hattusa, which was high up on the

Anatolian {central Turkeyl plateau.
The Sea Peoples probably wer
marching on land and staying close
to their flotilla at sea, Another possi-
bility presents itself. The Hittites ear-
lier had lost the Pontic mountain
ranges (south of the Black Sea) 1o the
Kaska, a group of tribal barbarians,
Ever since then, the Hittite capital
had been dangerously exposed to
Kaskan depredations. From the Uga-

avidence, we can guess thal Sup-
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Left: Bronze model of d-wheeled chariot, found at Homs,
Syrim, an area whene several Hitite city-states existed.
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siluliumas || ook his army south w
ieht the Sea Peoples. He was losing
the fight, so he would have bean un-
ahle to diseng between major

CArm pais,

kings had

infoads pre ;
worse until, in one raid, Hattusa itself
was sacked and the government’s
adrministrative  apparatus  dispersed.
The Hittite army already had been

Fragmenis of the Treaty of Kedesh
earliest-known Lreaty between Hitlites
and Egyptians about the Sea Peoples.
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wedkened and demorallzed by Sup-
pliluliumas’ debacle apainst Assyria,
g0 the worn-down empire was un-
able to hold up against the simultanc-
ous attacks of the migrating Sea
Peoples on one side and the barbar-

ian Kaska on the other.
Considerable numbers of Hittites
and the closely related Luwians seem
to have fled the destructions in Ana-
ruIIrL Following the path of least re-
moved into the north

{Ararat), d.:ﬂur! 1o S0-ROE
the Lake Van region that had close raci
affirdty 1o the Hitt
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Syrian part of the collapsing Hittite
Frapire. Many of them settled there,
giving a distinctly Anatolian-Hittite
look at a culture that previously was
Hurro-West Semitic. The archeology
testifies 1o this fact. At Hamath {mod
ern Hama in present-day Syrial, a dis-
tirctive  ceramic  style,  Hittite
architectural styles, and Hittite-style
cremation burials, all intro-
duced shortly after the fall of the Hil-
tite Empire.' Moreover, loss than a

were

century after the fall of Hatti, Tiglath-
pileser | of Assyria (1115-1077)
found Hittites south of the Taurus

Mourtains, in what is now southeast-
ern Turkey, in lerritory thal never
was parl of the Hitlite Empire, He
alse met with Kaskans in the nearby
mountains. Their position so far to
the south of their previous homeland
Fall 141

78 BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR

Shirnuhita
5 L'EN"' *Tuanna, .

Gurgurn [Mllﬂfrﬁ.l

Pass .’
7 Sam al
ﬁ'-'-"“" Dan:hermsh

Gozan
{Emna, T'nl

indicates the part they played in Hat
ti‘s fall, The Muski (Phrygians) also
were found in this area. They were
the new—or soon 1o be—masters of
much of the Anatolian part of the old
Hittite Empire. The Assyrians re-
ceived presents from the king of Mel-
idd, further west “in greater Hatti'
On their way back from the Mediter-
ranean coasl, they imposed tribute
on |nte-Tesub, “king of the land of
Hatti™ (Carchemish},
the name of the next-to-last king of
Lthe dynasty of Hittite viceroys al Car-
chermish. Carchemish had been de-
stroved by the Sea Peoples, but the
dynasty possibly survived to return
and rebuild.

After these Middle Assyrian cam-
paigns, both Assyria and the so-
called Syro-Hittite  kingdoms in

Inti-Tesub was

- 'HED-HITTITE smﬁs
“"AND NEJGHBORS -
"ABOUT 1000-700 BC



nurkh-Syria were hil by invasions of

rameans from the Syrian deserl.
Some states weathered the storm,
other succumbed, When the Assyri-
ans revived, the so-called MNeo-As-
syrian kings again started pushing
toward the Euphrates. At that time,
after 884 BC, they still knew as Hatti
the area of yria that had been more
or less within the borders of the Hit-
fite Emipire, The Syro-Hittite states in-
cluded some twelve independent
states. More or less from north to
south these were; Tabal (biblical Tu-
ball, Melid, Kummuh, Gurgum, Sam-
‘al, Que, Hilakky, Carchemish, Patin
or Ungi, Bit Adini or Til Barsip, Bit
Agusi or Arpad, and Mahath (see
“The Arameans,” Spring '82). Ethnic
origing are reflected in names of per-
sons, 50 from Assyrian inscriptions—
as well as inscriptions of the local
kings themselves—we know that the
rulers of some of these states ethni-
cally were Arameans. Others, how-
ever, ethnically were Hittites, Tha

Lion with
hieraglyphics that guearded a
gale 1o palace of kate Hitlite King
Halparunda Il (800 BC).

LLLUS A P BT DT I RO (R S E LY
OF T ANDERT PR ARTAras s

royal nanmes of Uwese “Hillile' kings
show the same mixture of Hitlite,
Luwian, and Hurrian elements that
were typical of names during the pe-
ricd of the Hittite Empire: Lubarna
and Sapalulme (Suppliluliumas) of
Patin, Inti-Tesub of Carchemish, Hat-
tusili and Mulwaltallu of Kummuh,
and finally Urhi-linas of Hamath. This
last king fought beside Hadad-idri of
MAram-Damascus and Ahab of lsrael
to defeat the Assyrians at Qargar.
Some states, like Hamath, saw their
Hittite: rulers replaced by Arameans,
while other states may have changed
rulers the opposite way,

Those states with Aramaic rulers
usually wrote theit inscriptions in
Aramaic or Phoenician; those states
with Hittite rulers wsvally wrote in
Luwian language, using the so-called
“Hittite hieroglyphics,’” a script un-
related to Egyptian hieroglyphs. This
script already was in use in the Hittite
empire period along with cuneiform,
The artwork of these states shows
conmechions with ant of the Hittite im-
perial pericd, bul it became more
Aramaic, then later more Assyrian as
lime wenl on,

These "“Syro-Hittite™ states formed
various coalitions to aid those states
which had angered the Assyrians and
were expecting 1o be  attacked
Sometimes the coalitions were suc-
cessful, like the mixed one that de-
feated the Assyrians at Qarngar (853
BC) and several times again in subse-
quent years, More often than not,
howewver, the coalitions were unsuc-
cessful, leaving the member states
wiarse off than before, Needless to
say, some of the states saw fit to side
with the Assyrians against their
neighbors, when such an alliance
was in their interest. During a perod
of Assyrian  weakness, the more
northerly  states  were forced to
become tributaries Lo Urartu. The As-
syrians, who resurged after 745 BC,
were understanding  toward  those
states and allowed them to became

Assyridn tributdries agdin,

A tributary state survived if it re-
mained layal o the Assyrians, some-
times even when it neighbars on
every side had long since been incor-
porated as Assyrian provinces, But
sooner or later, each tributary king
attempted to break away; then he
found that Assyrian patience would
run oul fexamples are Patina in 739
BC, Hamath in 720, Carchemish in
717, Curgum in 711, and finally
Hummuh in 708},

In each defeat, the Assyrians put
into practice their policy of trans-
planting the people. They forcibly
removed a sizable parl of the popula-
tion of a newly conquered territory
and settled them in a distant part of
the empire. In turn, they replaced
those people with transplantees from
elsewhere. For example, when Sar-
gon Il crushed Kummuh's revaolt, he
transplanted many Kummuhian-Hit-
tites to the Sealands of southern
Babylonia. To fill the vacuum they
ledt, peaple of the recently crusbed
Bit-Y akin tribe from southern Babylo-
nia were transplanted to the new As-
syrian province of Kummuh, These
transplantings of people were de-
signed to break down local loyalties
and ethnie cullures and create a cos-
mopolitan Assyrian society through-
out the empire, Usually, the policy
waorked, Thus, like Israel’s “len losl
tribes,”” the Hittite-Luwian inhabi-
tants of Syria were dispersed
throughout the empire and new peo-
ples settled among those who re-
mained behind. The end result was
that what was left of Hittite civiliza-
tion disappeared from Syra. The
geographical term, Hatti, did not
disappear, though; it was extended.
By the Neo-Babylonian period (625-
53491, the term included not only
Svria but Palestine as well,

We come now again to Uriah.
Where does he fit into this pictured
As David lived around 1000 BC,
Liriah could not have come from the
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powerful Hittite Empire, which, as
we have seen, fell some two hund red
vears earlier around 1200 BC, Who
then was Uriah the Hittite? Since he
was a soldier, we might assume that
he was a mercenary from ane of the
many Syro-Hittite states flourishing at
the time. However, he is nol as-
sociated with David's mercenaries,
who were Cherethites and Pelethites
or Gittites, and the Hittites are never

singled owt as particularly fine warri
s,

Rather, Unah is listed amaong Da-
vid's mighty men (2 Sam. 23:39; 1
Chron, 11:41). This group of some-
what more than thirty warriors ap-
parently gathered around David
during his outlaw days, becoming his
boon companions and the core of his
band. Thus, Uriah possibly left his
homeland for some reason and, at-
tracted by David's charismalic lead-
ership, joined his band. However, as

Silver drinking cup in shape of clenched fisl, symbol for
strangth, probably used in waathergod ritual; from

earler Hittita panod, 1
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most of the rest of these mighty men
are Israelites from  |udah-Simeon
Dan, or Transjordan, Urah possibly
helonged to a group of Hittites who
were residents in Palesting, Moses'
spies  reporled  Canaanites  living
along the lordan River and by the
Mediterranean Sea, and  Hittites,
lebusites, and Amorites living in the
hill country (Mum. 13:29; Josh, 11:3),
solomon made the pre-lsraelite peo-
ple who had remained in Palestine
after the Conguest—including the
Hittites—do corvee forced labaor),
while the Israelites served in his army
{2 Chron. 8:7-8). Hittites also - are
mentioned in a number of other lists
of people prior to the formation of
lsrael (Cen. 10:15-18: 1 Chron,
1:13-T6).

It has been suggested that “Hittite®
really should read “Hurrite' (Hisrri-
ant. The original Hebrew text did not
contain vowels so the change only
involves ane letter.! Another sugges-
tion, which does not involve any
changes in the text, involves the
Kurustama lrealy between Hatli and
Egypt, which dates to approximately
the fifteenth centurny BC. Interesting-
Iy, at the time this treaty was made a
number of inhahitants of the Anatoli-
an district of Kurustama moved into
Egyptian territory and settled there
for unspecified reasons. As Palestine
was Egyptian terntory, then the de
seendants of These lifleerntb-century
immigrants possibly still lived in en-
claves in Palestine five hundred or so
vears later during David's lime.

A more likely possibility, however,
has been suggested.! As we have
seen, when the Hittite Empire was
destroyed at the end of the Late
Bronze Ape (about 12000, the center
of Hittite culiure shifted 1o the Hitlite
territory in Syria; areas which previ-
ously had only been under Hittite
rule (such as Hamath) received a siz-
dbsle influx ol athnic Hitlites or Lowi-
ans at that time, [t seems unlikely that
all of this wave of refugees maoving
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southward would have stopped at
the old border of the empire. More
likely, a sizable number would have
kept on going southward into the ter-
ritory of the empire’s ally, Egypt, set-
ting up communilies where they
could,

Some archeological evidence ex-
ists to support the idea of this influx
of Hittites into Palestine at this time,
At Kfar Yehoshua in the Jezreel Val-
ley was found an early twelfth-cen-
tury hurial of an adult, He had been
buried in a coffin made from two
slorage jars joined mouth to mouth,
This burial style was alien to Palestine
[for adults), bul was common among
the Hittites. Similar burials have been
found at Azor near Tel Aviv. Azor
also has produced urns that con-
tained cremated remains. This prac-
ice also was alien to Palestine but

commaon in Hatti, Finally, from Khir-
bet Raddana comes a typical Pales-
tinian krater-jar with a most unusual
detail: it has a hollow pipe running all
the way around the rim. Bulls® heads
are connected to the piping in such a
way that the liguid from the piping
could flow through the head, out of
the mouth, and into the krater, The
closest parallels 1o this unusual de-
Lign again are from Hitlibke Anatolia,
The evidence of these Hittite cus.
loms, appearing suddenly in Pales
tine at the beginning of the lron Age,
likely indicates that some refugees
wha fled the destruction of their em-
pire settled in various places in Pales-
tine. They remembered their ethnic
origin, although  they slowly  as-
similated o the local population. An
evidence of this assimilation is that all
Hittites referred to by name in the

Parl of Hittite hieroglyphic inscription of
Urhi-linash of Hamath, who joined with
Ahab and othars to defeat the Assyrians
at Qargar. Lines are read altermnalely
fght-left, lefl=right atc.

Bible have lsraelite names, including
Uriah; his name means “Yahweh is
light,"

Thus, although Uriah may have
been a free-lance soldier from one of
the numerous north-Synan Syro-Hit-
tite states, he more likely was a de-
scendant of those Hittite refugees
who maore than a century earlier had
settled in Palestine, in flight from the
collapsing Hittite Empire. O
_'F\:I'u.r\o.'!_i;mnr-ah. UIHitibas o the Bdaka "' Sk -
CRSONOIY Aevew B, 4:30,

A J. Geals, “HiEtas," nlseaier 5 (cionan af s Gk
[Hashilia: .i.hngn'm Prass, 1067 2615

Bampinski, Shics! Archaasiogy Haview 5, 4:50.44
Dr. Beal is invalved in the Hittite Dic-
tionary Project of the Oriental Insti-
tute, The Liniversity of Chicago.
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